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Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School 
held its annual Youth and the Law Summit 
on Saturday, April 17, 2010. More than 
thirty middle-school students attended 
this year’s Summit. The students came 
from various schools from the Atlanta and 
Clayton County school districts. Their 
day started with a continental breakfast 
and ice-breaker conducted by Darrick 
McDuffie, an attorney from King and 
Spalding. The students were then broken 
up into four groups. Each group, led by 

a John Marshall law student, participated 
in two separate lessons/activities 
designed to teach them how to analyze 
the impact of laws, think critically, and 
write persuasively. After a pizza lunch, 
the students listened to a panel of three 
attorneys, Willie Lovett, Jr., Candiss 
Collins, and Prof. Kamina Pinder, discuss 
their paths to becoming a lawyer. Students 
were able to ask of questions about the 
panelists’ educational and career choices. 
In the afternoon, the students broke into 

two teams for a very spirited debate on 
the First Amendment rights of students 
using MySpace. Closing remarks were 
made by Shukura Ingram, President 
of the Gate City Bar Association. In 
addition to DiscoverLaw.org back packs, 
students also received a portfolio, a U.S. 
Constitution and a certificate to mark the 
occasion. http://www.johnmarshall.edu/
news/ViewNewsDetails.php?news=43

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School’s  
3rd Annual Youth and the Law Summit

When you are a child your environment helps shape who you 
become in the future.  The role models you see everyday assist 
in creating in your mind the future options of what you strive to 
become.  You cannot fault the child who believes there is a glass 
ceiling, when there has been nothing done in his or her life to show 
them that the ceiling of achievement only exists if you believe it 
does.  Our children in today’s society see a constant barrage of 
sexually explicit videos, negative music, gangs and drugs on 
television and in real life.  For them, to personally interact with an 
African-American legal professional is a rarity, largely limited to 
a television show or commercial.  There has never been a stronger 
call to arms than now.  It is time for the legal professionals of our 
community to step into our children’s lives if only for short period, 
and show them that we exist and believe in them.  Its time to firmly 
press into our children’s minds that “If you can see it, you can be 
it.”   The title of the program states the fundamental goal of the 
entire volunteer project, which is focused on showing inner city 
youth that we exist, and that they too can follow in our footsteps.  
The primary goal of this effort is to encourage young people to 
become attorneys, which will be achieved by highlighting the skills 
that must be honed by students in their current grades in order to 
successfully practice law. The “If you can see it, you can be it: 
School Project” is designed to expose 3rd and 4th grade students in 
Atlanta Metropolitan area schools to practicing attorneys, paralegals 
and law students. Past years have shown us that after students meet 

and interact with judges, attorneys, paralegals and law students 
who share their ethnic, racial, or cultural backgrounds, they truly 
are able to envision themselves becoming attorneys. Volunteers 
in this program do not simply “talk at” students and this is not a 
“career day” presentation. Volunteers actually present a one (1) 
hour interactive lesson on the practice of law, their background, 
what it takes to become a legal professional, and by the end of 
the presentation, the students are enriched more than you can 
imagine.

The “If you can see it, you can be it” program has successfully 
participated in over a thousand children’s lives since its exception 
and visited numerous inner city elementary schools.  The positive 
impact that Gate City Bar Association has had on these children is 
immeasurable.  Participation in the program shows you first hand 
the awe and joy that the youth of our community have when they 
don’t just sit and hear about our job and what we do, but where 
we come from and how we got there.  The children slowly realize 
that the only difference between themselves and the presenter 
is the realization that you can be anything you set your mind 
to becoming.  2010 was another year of successfully interacting 
with hundreds of children, helping plant the seed, that “If you see 
it, you can be it.”         

L.Chris Stewart, Esq
Co-Chair “If you can see it, you can be it” program

“If you can see it, you can be it!”
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In keeping with our commitment to 
“Retribuo”, give back or give what is due, 
on May 1st  the Gate City Bar Association 
hosted the 2010 Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Drum Major for Justice Advocacy 
Competition.  The competition was held at 
the Superior Court of Fulton County. This 
annual oral and written advocacy program 
sponsored by the National Bar Association 

is designed to give high school seniors who 
have been accepted to a four-year college 
experience in public speaking.

Nicole Wiggins of Douglass High 
School orally presented a well-written, 
thoughtful essay and was selected as Gate 
City’s representative for the Regional 
Competition.   She has been certified as our 
Region’s representative for the National 
Competition in New Orleans this summer. 
She will be attending Cornell University 
in the Fall.

CLE Workshop
The GCB Paralegal Section held its second CLE Workshop on May 15th.  The workshop was presented by University of Georgia 
Law Professor, Pennie Peck, who spoke to a capacity crowd on that Saturday.  Ms. Peck discussed Paralegal Writing Skills and 
Fundamentals.  Everyone in attendance concurred that her “Top Ten Legal Writing Errors and Cures” was informative, insightful, 
useful, and applied to all area of the legal industry. 

Legal Networking Mixer
The GCB Paralegal Section Legal Networking Mixer turned out phenomenal for the Paralegals on April 28th.  The Mixer was hosted 
at Uptown Restaurant and Lounge Downtown, 201 Courtland Street, NE, Atlanta, GA 30303; sponsored by Trial Exhibits.  Although 
a great number of guests were expected, there were over 100 people in attendance. The Paralegal Section was also very pleased with 
the number of new memberships received, making the evening a delightful evening for networking with students, attorneys and 
professional paralegals.  Guests were awarded with door prizes from Coco Loco, Jocks & Jills and the Graveyard Park Tavern.  
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum Major 
for Justice Advocacy Competition This year, the Gate City Bar Association 

competed with other local and volunteer bar 
organizations for the State Bar of Georgia’s 
annual activities awards. On June 18, 2010, 
in Amelia Island, Florida, Gate City will be 
awarded the “Best New Entry Award” at the 
Annual Meeting of the State Bar of Georgia.  
The State Bar of Georgia’s Local and Voluntary 
Bar Activities Awards Committee selected 
Gate City to receive this award, which is based 
on excellence of the entry and is given to 
organizations that have not entered the awards 
program within the last four years. President 
Shukura L. Ingram will accept the award on 
behalf of the Association.

“Best New Entry Award”

PARALEGALS IN ACTION
Richionda Scales

Paralegal Section Chair

Esq.), foreclosure (presented by 
Roberts Law, LLC), debtors’ 
rights (presented by King & King 
Attorneys) and even a live chat 
with local judges (presented by 
the GCBA Judicial Section). In 
my opinion, this hands-on service 
to the community is the highest 
act of public service that we can 
provide. I have no doubt that in 
my next President’s Message I 
will be raving about the success 
of the project. Our acts of 
service don’t stop there. In June, 
we’ll educate and give back by 
hosting our annual Justice Robert 
Benham Law Camp. This 3-week 
program is designed to expose 
minority high school students to 

the field of law. The students they 
will participate in a mock trial 
program, visit legal institutions 
and serve as interns for 1 week 
at various law firms.  Our 
outstanding Paralegal Section is 
equally educating and serving. 
This year they have already 
held educational seminars, 
networking, community service 
and social events. 

As I mentioned, we have 
been successful in our efforts to 
educate and give back. Look at 
all of the highlighted references 
to these concepts in the preceding 
paragraphs.  Unfortunately, we 
have not been as successful at 
growing our association. To 
date, membership in Gate City is 
at an all time low.  Some may ask 

why is increasing membership 
important since the organization 
is clearly meeting its goals. 
Membership is the lifeline 
of Gate City. It is vital to our 
continued success. Membership 
dues are primarily what fund all 
of these wonderful programs. 
How many more middle school 
students could we have served 
with more funds? How many 
more CLE programs can we 
host, and only charge Gate City 
members the actual costs of the 
CLE credits, if we had more 
in our coffers? There was no 
local scholarship for Nicole 
Wiggins as the winner of the 
MLK Competition, but I believe 
there should have been! We need 
you! Membership dues for Gate 

City are minimal in comparison 
to other bar associations. Your 
small investment in us yields 
a large return for the lawyers 
and community we serve. There 
are membership categories 
for everyone – lawyers, law 
school graduates, law students, 
paralegals and affiliates (those 
who believe and support the 
mission of GCBA). Visit 
www.gatecitybar.org, make 
a commitment to join today 
and encourage a colleague or 
paralegal/legal assistant to 
become members as well.

Please join us in 2010 and help 
us educate, give back and grow. 

President's Message, from page 1B


